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A Committee Substitute for Bill No. 7616-     A BILL to amend Chapter 82, Article IV, Section 82-125 of the Code of the City of Charleston, relating to fees for use of City owned recreational facilities, and to enact Chapter 82, Article IV, Section 82-128, of the Code of the City of Charleston, relating to distance runs and walks within the City of Charleston.

WHEREAS, Section 82-125 of the Code of the City of Charleston sets forth the fees due for the use of City recreation centers, including swimming pools; and

WHEREAS, the use of many of the facilities, including all the swimming pools, is now free of charge for the citizens of Charleston; and

WHEREAS, Section 82-125 is outdated and no longer reflects current practice; and


WHEREAS, the popularity of 5k and 10k walks within the City, and the amounts of City resources necessary to be able to stage these events, including police and street department personnel, have been steadily increasing; and

WHEREAS, the City has been providing the resources necessary to stage walk and running events without reimbursement of the expense; and

WHEREAS, the City wants to continue to promote health and fitness through runs and walks within the City, but needs to mitigate the expense of doing so by establishing minimal fees for these events; 
Now, therefore, be it Ordained by the Council of the City of Charleston, West Virginia:

That Chapter 82, Article IV, Section 82-125 of the Code of the City of Charleston, relating to fees for use of City owned recreational facilities is hereby amended, and Chapter 82, Article IV, Section 82-128, of the Code of the City of Charleston, relating to distance runs and walks within the City of Charleston is hereby enacted, all to read as follows:
ARTICLE IV. PUBLIC USE OF PARKS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

Sec. 82-125. Schedule of Fees.

Rental and fee schedule for the use of recreation facilities and equipment [is as follows]: 

(1)
For use private use, exclusive of the general public, of the North Charleston Community Center, Martin Luther King Jr., Community Center, Kanawha City Community Center, Roosevelt Neighborhood Center:

Gymnasium per hour
$  25.00

Meeting room, per hour
20.00

 (2)
Cato Park Golf Course:

Daily nine holes .....   
$    9.00
Additional nine holes                       
4.00

Unlimited play .....   
     12.00 

Daily senior citizens unlimited,        
 6.00
Schools, practice or matches 
  6.00 
(3)
For use exclusive use of tennis courts,
  The Director of Parks and Recreation, or his designee, is authorized to reserve tennis courts for organized play, and in such cases to impose fees not to exceed the allocable costs of operation and maintenance of the courts as may be determined on a case by case basis.  In all other instances, use of the courts shall be made available to the general public on a first come first served basis without the imposition of fees. 
 (4)
Haddad Riverfront Park: 

Private rental of entire park .....$100.00 per hour* (2 hr. minimum to maximum charge of $800.00 for entire day. Rental time includes set-up and tear-down if renter requires exclusion of general public during this time) 

Damage deposit for private rental .....$250.00 (refundable if no damage occurs. However, deposit is forfeited if rental is canceled less than 20 days prior to rental date) 

(5)
Magic Island Park: 

Private rental of entire park .....$100.00 per hour* (2 hr. minimum to maximum charge of $800.00 for entire day. Rental time includes set-up and tear-down if renter requires exclusion of general public during this time) 

Damage deposit for private rental .....250.00 (refundable if no damage occurs. However, deposit is forfeited if rental is canceled less than 20 days prior to rental date) 

Reservation of volleyball courts .....10.00 per court. 

*Fee includes normal, daily park maintenance. Should special set-up, clean-up, or other efforts be necessary, the rate will be $20.00 per hour per employee. These fees will be negotiated as part of the reservation process, and will be fully disclosed to renters prior to completing rental agreement. 

Such arrangements pertain to all rental of each park, except for the purposes of commercial concert entertainment. In such cases, rental agreements shall be negotiated by the parks and recreation director, with such contract presented for city council approval prior to confirmation. 

(6)
Portable Stage:
The portable stage measuring 24’ x 20’ may be rented at a rate of $500 per day.

For purposes of this section, events produced or originated by the City of Charleston are specifically exempted from payment of rental fees, damage deposits, or other charges listed in this amendment. 

Sec. 82-128. Race Courses.

(a) In order to safely and efficiently accommodate the increasing number of requests for organized recreational runs and walks within the City of Charleston, the City may designate and sanction race courses for runs or walks of any length over and upon City rights-of-way.  The City Manager shall appoint an Events Coordinator who, upon advice and consultation with the City Manager and any other applicable committees or personnel, shall promulgate, publish, (October 1 each year) and administer rules and regulations governing the designation and sanctioning of such race courses.  These rules and regulations shall set forth the process and criteria for making application to hold a race and may, without limitation, identify pre-established courses and associated fees, regulate starting times, and limit or qualify requested routes based upon the anticipated number of participants, consideration of the impact on neighborhoods or other interests, and the amount and availability of City resources deemed necessary to accommodate a requested route.
(b) The Events Coordinator may sanction and provide for the exclusive use of a race course over City rights-of-way upon receipt of an applicant’s payment of fees in an amount not less than the anticipated costs or expenditures of City resources to accommodate the event as determined by the Events Coordinator; Provided, that said fees shall be reduced by fifty percent (50%) for any non-profit applicant that agrees to identify and, unless requested by the City otherwise, subsequently portrays and presents the City of Charleston as a co-sponsor of the event.  
(c) For the purposes of this section, events produced or originated by the City of Charleston are specifically exempted from any payment of fees.

Sec. 82-128. Fee Adjustments

The fee adjustments under ordinance 7616, Section 82-125 and the fees established pursuant to 82-128 shall be effective on or after January 1, 2015.
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