MINUTES
SISTER CITY ALLIANCE

Tuesday, July 29, 2014
Attendees:  Sonya Armstrong, Dave Cummons, Christine Daugherty, Chuck Daugherty, Linda Elliott, Peter Gallo, Barbara Hopta, Steve Hopta, Steve Logan, David Molgaard

Linda Elliott shared with us an upcoming article “Ties That Bind” that tells about West Virginia sister city relationships.  The article features our relationship with Banska Bystrica.  Amy Arnett, Production Manager, West Virginia Executive Magazine, wrote the story.  There are two pictures:  The signing of our official alliance document in Banska Bystrica and another of Jozef Mak and his cousin performing on Capital Street during FestivALL last summer.
Dave Cummons, who has extensive background and world-breaking records in Concept 2 Rowing, told us of his recent acclaim of becoming nationally certified to teach rowing.  Dave is presently writing grants to secure Concept 2 Rowing Machines so he can pursue startup rowing programs with youth and seniors at the YMCA.  Concept 2 Rowing is a big sport in Banska Bystrica.   Dave looks forward to an active exchange in rowing with our sister city.

Dr. Sonya Armstrong is in the process of applying for a Fulbright Scholarship to teach at Matej Bel University in Banska Bystrica.  Applying entails a lot of detail and Dr. Armstrong has scant time to get the application prepared by August 1st.    Various pertinent issues were discussed and the group felt Dr. Armstrong has a strong portfolio.  We wish her well.
Our treasurer, Christine Daugherty, discussed financial matters with the group.  Christine and Linda opened an account with City National Bank, but there has not been an official transfer of money from our fiscal agent, Step by Step, just yet.  Membership dues money can now be written out to Sister City Alliance.  While we will lose the ability to write off dues, we will eliminate a % fee for the management of our money through Step by Step.  

Paul Sheridan was in Boston and unable to be in attendance to talk about his recent visit to Banska Bystrica where he led discussions with various diverse groups centered on awareness to counter discrimination.  Chuck Daugherty had a picture presentation of Paul’s visit.  The pictures all had a story to tell about Paul’s successful two weeks in our sister city. 

Linda Elliott spoke about our upcoming tour to Slovakia scheduled for June 5 – 17.  Our tour guide is Viera Marecova.  Linda and Viera are working on an itinerary.  While details are not complete, we do know we will spend time in Vienna (Vienna Boys Choir), (Czech Republic where we will tour Brno/Old Town/Macocha Caverns/Gorge, Trebic/Jewish Quarter), Banska Bystrica for 4 days and a couple of nights in Bratislava.  Our last night will be in Bratislava for the performance of the West Virginia Youth Symphony. 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, September 23rd.

